Zeal againf the EN RMIESs of our Country 
pathetically recommended. 


at. 


_ —— = — —— 


5 a Nx MARKAPLE 


8 3 R M 0 N, 


Preached before 
His ExceLLency the GovERNoOR 
| | 9 
* A R A L A N D, 
AND 


Both Houſes of ASSEMBLY, 
AT 


December 13, 1754. 


1 4 


Sf 


" 1 0 n . - . 
EE: OE. et B ” fn = a> 
— 3 * * — o 4 FY — 4 4 FS 1 — 
f 4 5 2 . «We. £; Mn - FP 2 
; 818 — . 255%, EE = <5 : | 
F IT, + 4:38. PIE Wl 4 0 5 8 — 
N x; 8 i £* ru = SH ——— 7 G — — 
— —— re 4 - -— — 7 5 „ 3 
3 2 : ; rs ey e | 2 
* * 5 - * 
* 2 2 = E 12 22 D army renee — — 2 Tn 
* — — as 1 4 


* 
— — 
W 
"I 
— * — 


— — I - — — — 
* A Af * * * — 2 - 5 2 — e — 
wh = — and , 4 - ee * 
> > — — 1 8 nnn _ 


By TAM ES STERLING, AM. 
Rector of St. Paul's Pariſh, in Kent County. 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Lower Houſe of ASSEMBLY. 
ANN A POLIS, Printed: 
IvDov reprinted, for J. WHis' TON and B. WHITE, 
in Fleet-ſtreet, MDCCLv, 
(Price Six-Pence } 


8 4 
R 
. 2 a * 
— 
— 


We 


"ez 


— — 


8 — 
3 on "- 
„ 2 . 


36 


= 
: a p 
- 9 

— P 


* 2 _ — 
. 
r — * 

—— — 


(2) 


ſerence, to the three branches of its legiſlature ; moſt 
of whom, I was, at a ſhort warning, informed, 
wou'd previouſly convene at this ſacred place, to im- 
plore the bleſſing of almighty Gop on their conſul- 
rations, for taking the molt ſpeedy, efteftual, and 
ſalutary mca{urcs to ſecure the public peace, honour, 
and emolument, in this critical juncture : and this I 
ſhal] dutifully and conſcientiouſly endeavour to per- 
form, by urging to you ſome of the principal mo- 
tives, that ought to influence a Chriſtian, inſtigate a 
commonwealthſman, and animate a true Briton. 
\ Firſt, I am to let forth the true purport of the 8 
words of my text ; I is good to be ⁊calouſſy affected E 2 
always in a good thing. Which 1s as much as to ö 
ſay in paraphraſe 


——lt is an indiſpenſable 


duty, univerſally, and, in courſe, obligatory on | 
chriltian converts under the light of the goſpel, as | 
it was before on all nations under the mere moral 
guidance of nature, (ſince iti s abſurd and i impious 1 : 
to maintain, that the laws of the former cou'd ever 1 
ſuperſede or contradict the genuine dictates of the | 
latter, which they were intended to ſtrengthen, and 13 
give a higher ſanction to) on all, without exception, BY. 
obligatory ; and that too, at all times“ To be 1 
« cordially affected with a good thing, in proportion © k 
«© to the object exciting this affection or the exi- tt 
« gence requiring WW Or in other words, — # R 
Jo apply the faculties of our minds, and the a 
& powers of our bodics, with the prudential in- | 
« fluence of our reſpective ſtations and fortunes, for 1 
% the advancement of a good cauſe, for obtaining, | q 
& by honeſt means, honeſt ends, whether they re- * 
« gard a local and leſs general welfare in an inferior 1 
degree, or the utility of the whole e in | 5 
« the higheſt.” J 
n 
So, you ſee, zeal, in general, is the grand. virtue in 
here recommended by the eminent apollle, not only 2 
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important enterprizes; this ele of GOD: 


to the churches of Galatia, to whom he particu'a-ly 
addreſſes this epiſtle, but to all diſciples of Chii't, 
whereſoever diſperſt, to whom he deſigned his ſacred 
writings ſhould be duly and impartially communica- 
ted, in order to be tranſcribed, and puvlick'y read 
in their aſſemblies of worſhip, tor the benefit of all 
ranks of pzople, Nor did the mighty St Paul think 
it ſufficient barely to act as the icribe of the Holy 


Ghoſt, but he moſt remarkably diſtinguiſh'd himſelf 


in being on all proper occaſions the piactical ai.d fore- 


moſt example of the noble precept he delivers. No 
difficulties diſcourag' ; no dangers deterr'd ; no pri- 


vate avocations diverted him (as with a generous 
con{ciouſneſs, but modeſt declaration, he informs us) 
from the arduous work of his miniſtry ; from ſerv- 
Ing the cauſe of his Gop, his countrymen, and man- 
kind. Hence it is, that he ſo ſtrenuouſly inſiſts on 
the full exertion of all the adequate ardour, which a 
good cauſe calls for in execution: all the heroiſm, 


which virtue glowingly ſoggeſts, or Chriſtianiry in- 


ſpires. As the practice of his maſter's diſpenſation 


was very properly ſti ed a wa. fare; what forceful 


Images, what bold figures, does he borrow from the 
military art and Roman diſcipline, to train up his 
pupils by the holy exerciſe for glorious exploits in 
tie combats they were deſtin'd to; for the various 
liſts they were to wreſtle in. | . 
Again, in being obliged to propoſe h'mſelf, as a 
pattein to them ot pati-nce and fortitude, while he 
Induſtriculy grards againſt imputa ion of vanity, 
with what periuaſive, what reſiſtleſs eloquence, does 
this conſummate orator inſinuate himſelf into the 
hearts of his readers, and captivate their paſſions, 
while he convinces their underſtandings? Suchwas this 
inſtrument of providence for accompliſhing the moſt 
Not 
aroritrarily fo, but becoming his choſen Veſſel 3 
B 2 N 


. 


— _— ” 
- — 


\ 
M 
1 
4 4 
# > 

* 

" 5 

N 
l. 

: * 
6 OE 
* 19 

5 7 

OY 
N 
4 L * 

* $4 

| 
N 1 
* 

13 
"5 ＋ 
4 1 

1 

3 

7% 
r 
+> 
CY " 

7 
* * 

11600 
« 7 
75 w 

»4 

* 2 
25 . N 
\ ; 14 

Th 
> 4 
15 Ct] k 
oY : 

$1) 

1 
$ 
{30 
* © 
k ye 

"ts 
' -, Wt 
o 
1 6 5 
1 
1 

1 
2 4 z 

's : 

4A 

* 
P . 

. 

X G 

by 4 
"I 
HH. 

1 
4 

_— 

1 
2 
49 

+ 

} 
I. 
1 
9 i 44 
n 
5 750 

74 % 

4 P 

"ti 
K 3 
. 1 ” 1 

1H 

. wes 22 
- 112. 

14 9 

4 

11 k 

4% Ly 
ES, 

10 

* 
5 * 

** 

11 

* 1 Fi 

i 
i ig 
14 
N b 
Pe 
, 
4 
4 
4 : 
: 
1 „ 
IS . 

. 7 
* : 
5. ; 


N ug 


ct r 
*. 2 — 
En” 
— rr — 
5 —_— 2 * ** — 2 % 


* 

. 

A 

* 
> 
* 


= * — 2 


— a 8 
—. — 2 
_-— — — 5 7 y 2 
= — — _ 2 — if — ̃ dkl. — —— — — 2 
— . . * 


IIS 
* — — —— 


pable; equally productive 


church of Chriſt, beſore his converſion, is called 


the previous diſpoſition of a good heart to engage in 


a good cauſe at all adventures: and that he vitally 


and intimately felt, what he would proſely te others 
to, we cannot doubt, when he thus expreſſes himſelf 
to his countrymen, proverbially proud of the origin 
of their nation ! Are you Hebrews? fo am I !— 
(And, by anticipating” the application of the ſubſe- 
quent part of this ſermon, let me too ſomewhat ab- 
ruptly ſay,— Are you Engliſhmen ? are you, my 
hearers, Bri'ons ?——You are: ſo am I And 
therefore (independent of my ſacred function) I have 


a natural claim to your attention. But to proceed, 
Thus equally from the doctrine and example of 


St. Paul (without inſiſting on many other ſcriptural 
inſtances, no Jeſs pertinent) we may be ſufficiently 


aſſur'd, that zeal, rightly underſtood and well-regu- 


lated, is truly a chriſtian and ſocial virtue; not only 
ſpeculatively to be aſſented to by reaſon, but incum- 
bent on the votaties of Chriſt, to be carry*d into act 
with alaerity and aſſiduity, as beſt may ſerve the 
meritorious purpoſes, whiqh are only attainable by 
its aſſiſtance. Ihe phraſe indeed, ts be zealcufly 
affected, however obvioys tg all candid and ordinary 


underſtandings, i often liable to be abusꝰd, and groſs- 


ly miſapply'd:by:raſh,agg precipitate men. It means 
no more than an intenſe bent of mind and vigorous 
attachment to» whatever we are engag d in, or con- 
cerned about; and like all other paſſions, ſuch as 
love, anger, and the like, Fir ere or cul- 

the noble ſt ends, or 
moſt ruinous gonſequences, according as it is kept 
within due: bounds, or, permitted to ſwell to exceſs; 
and its intrinſic goodneſs or badneſs muſt be deter- 


mined by its motive, object, and degree. Thus the 


violence of this very St. Paul for perſecuting the 


Zeal z 


3 
zeal; the ſame word which he uſes, for the virtue he 
fo highly commends in my text; where he takes care 


(as the mark and criterion of diſtin&ion)to direct the 


regulation of our zeal, by confining it to be employed 


always in a good thing; for then only i:{{li can be 


always good. It nearly behoves us then, thit our 


zeal be occupy*d rightly; otherwiſe it degenerates 
into wild folly, madneſs and ſin; and the more we 


are tranſported by it, the more guilt we ſhall con- 
tract. To be zealous for the h nour of Gao, for 


the intereſt and propagation of our holy religion; 
for the benefit of our ſpecies, or the profyerity of 


our country, is no doubt of all other things, moſt. 
Praiſe· worthy z though even in thele caſæs our cal 


may be miſguided and ſadly perverted, and ſo Joſe 
all its value and reward—But, on the other hand, 
luke-warmneſs and indifference therein, is certainly 
molt baſe and unmanly in the ſenſe of nature, and 
from various authorities in the word of Gop, moſt 
degrading and ſinful. * Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy Gop, with all thine heart, with all thy mind, 


« with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength: and 
* thy neighbour (in which general word our coun- 


& try is mainly included) as thy ſelf, is declar'd by 
our ſaviour to be the eſſence and ſum of religion, 


and to comprehend the whole of the law and the 


prophets.——That is, All divine, ſocial, and 
moral duties, perfective of our natures, and prepara- 
tive to our happineſs. And here it is remarkable, 
how emphatically, and with what repetitious en- 
forcements our Lord urges a well-grounded zeal ; 


excluding from it, leſt his meaning ſhould be con- 


veyed in too feeble a manner, all coldneſs, liſtleſs- 
neſs and vile mediocrity. Indeed in all his actions, 
in all his private documents, and public ſcrmons, in 
his life, and' in his death, he diſplays, with an 


energy becoming the captain of our ſalvation, his 


appro- 
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approbation, beyond all others, of this virtue, ſoars 
ing to all the warrantable and rational degtees, to 
which it may be exalted. Nay, he cxhibits it as 
the teſt and characteriſtic of his faithful nub-ants, his 
noble army of veteran martyrs and confeſſors ; and 
we know, a diffuſion of this gene ous principle 
among them, rendered them more than conquerors 
in the midſt of flames; ; till, triumphant over ten 
bloody perſecutions of mercileſs tyrants, they ſub- 
du'd all the rage and fury of fiends and men; of 
ſpiricual and incarnate demons, aſſociated againſt them. 

Again, fays our Redeemer, dcter:ing us f om an 
abatement of true zeal : * He that lov. s father or 
t mother, brother, or ſiſter, wife or children, more 
than me, is not "PI to b. my aiciple 2 And 


we may ealily con ive, by aten ing to The true im- 


port of theſę words, that he meai;s hot hereby to de- 
ſtray the ties of th. 1 ſacred rclationſhips, or in the 
leaſt to relax or w: aken them, „hen he elſewhere 
takes aj] occaſions tender y to ſtrengthen them, both 
as natural and poſitive dutics; bu tha, when ary 
concernments of an inf rior kind happen to cone in 
competition with thoſe of a ſuperior impor:ance, ſo 
as that an abſolute ache rene to the form r_cannit be: 
maintained, withqut renouncing the latter, then the 
higher obligation muſt take place; and indiſ;}enfucly, 
claims our preference. Thus a wellyreg: lat: d zeal, 

without more ado, wili dictate to us, that ch glory of 


our univerlal father, who 18 in de muſt be _earcr. 


our hearts, than our affections to ou caritily parents, 
who are but his inüruments, and ſcconda y agents. 
jor our being. Thus all who enjoy che vai us be- 
nefits and protection of the laws ef a ce y ae 
{trictly and fundamentally bound ta piimasy regard 
for its health and ſafety beyond eſſer couliicra 1 n5, 
erſonal views, ſmaller alliances, apd the like: and 
if we, would deſerve for our zcal to be ſtil'd, ke 
| David 


(7) 


David, Men after Gop's own heart, our love to the 


5 community muſt ſurmount theſe, even as much as 
8 the whole is greater than a {mall quantity of its parts, 


or a ſpecies of people more numerous than a few of 
J | its indwiduals. 


G Thus then the flame of our incenſe is never pure 
* and acceptable, or ſends forth a ſweet ſavour, bur 
A when it burns brightly, and unadulterared with ſmoul- 


N dering ſmoke; which a faint heat, or lukewarmnels, 
f ] chiefly occaſions. Its fewel too muſt be laſting and 
| permanent; not apt to blaze out too fiercely, and 

after a tranſient violence expire, like horns under a 

pot, as the Plalmilt expreſſes it. In ſhort, we muſt 
uſe the molt prudential caution to ſteer in the golden 
medium between the extremes of intemperate fury, 

in a good caule, and grovelling ſordid inſenſibility, 
on the other. While a bigot in every light is odious; 

a meer moderate lover "of h1s country (elpecially 

when danger threatens it ever ſo remotely, and much 

more when it nearly approaches) is a moſt deteſtable 
and ridiculous monſter. It we wou'd eſcape the 
imputation of the former, we ſhou'd meditate on the 
words of St. Paul, in his epiſtle to the Romans: 
ear them record, that they have a zeal for Gop, but 
not according to knowledge, Or if we wou'd not be 
ſtigmatiz'd for being as deſpicable as the latter, let 
us animadvert on what the angel in the revelations 
commands St. John to write to the churches of Lao- 
dicea. J know thy werks, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot : I would that thou wert either cold or hot: 
ſo then becauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth, 

0 We live, alas! in age, when true public ſpirit 
(by which I underſtand the molt elevated ſpecies of 
the zeal here proved a chriſtian duty) is very languid 
and defective; where too often, a ipiric of faction, 
the · very teverſc of it, uſurps Its place, and arrogares 
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(8 
with loud and aukward inſolence its ſacred form; but 
the ſpecious maſk may be eaſily ſtripped off, and ita 
native deformity detected by a little more than or- 
dinary inſpection into its bluſtering pretences and 
ends of action; which will be all found in a little 
time to ſpring from, or center in, ſome low, mer- 


cenary, and contracted view. We too frequently 


obſerve it invidiouſly obſtructing the wheels of go- 


vernment, and embroiling a ſtate, where it is not 


admitted to an immediate participation of power: 
induſt:iouſly watching to detect and aggravate little 
errors in an adminiſtration, for the gratification of 
private ſpieen and revenge ; employing its clamo- 
rous rhetoric to render itſelf of conſequence z and 


pertinaciouſly maintaining its importance, by inſtil- 


ling jealouſies, fomenting diſcontents, and attracting 


popular applauſe from the giddy vulgar, great and 


ſmall, with ſtrong” paſſions and weak brains, But 


all this argues a diſingenuity, and infirmity of mind, 


and is no more to be compared to public ſpirit than 


the unnatural tumors in a dropſical perſon, to the juſt 


proportions of a ſound and healthful body. 

In fine, while I really think there is more danger 
to be apprehended from a ſhameful deficiency in this 
all-animating principle, than from its exceſs and re- 
dundancy, | wou'd have every true patriot fix its 


proper boundaries in reaſon and conſcience, and di- 


ſtingu:hh the ficrce, unbridled, bloody, and enthu- 


ſiaſtical zeal of a thorough-pac'd republican and de- 


ſperate regicide; of an Ireton and a Bradſhaw, from 


the inflexibly honeſt, wiſe, and diſciplin'd ardour of 


a Hambden :* equally employing his tongue in the 
„ ſenate, 
+ The character of Mr. Hambden having been lately miſre- 


reſen ed here in a ſcurrilous debate, and the conduct of Marcus 
Des publickly inveighed againit at the ſame time for his 


aſſaſſination of Cæſar, by ſome ſuſpected advocates of ;:ench 


1 yranny, 


(9.) 

ſenate, and his ſword in the field, in defence of his 
coyn;ry's unalienable rights: of liberty invaded ;— 
Social liberty! mankind's original and univerſal 
charter from heaven. 

Though much remains to be ſtil] ſpoken to on this 
head, yet leſt an intelligent audience might think a 
farther enlargement too great an invaſion of their 
time, I ſhall proceed to the next: 

And ſhe in the ſecond place, from ſome glaring 


inſtances of ancient Jewiſh hiſtory chicfly, that in 


proportion, as this ſovereign of ſocial virtues, the 
love of our country, was more or lels aſſerted, cheriſh- 


ed, diffuſed, the riſe and progreſs, or the fall and 


declenſion of the Hebrew ſtate, and indeed of the 
molt potent commonwealths and empires, and con- 
ſequently of arts and ſciences, may be trac'd and al- 


cCertain'd. 


After the expulſion of the impious and idolatrous 


nations, and the ſettlement of the Jews in the pro- 
miſed land, purchaſed by a memorable ſeries of glo- 


rious victories under their mighty leader Joſhua z 
how ſoon did they ſink into torpid indolence, and 
were lulled into a baſe ſecurity and falſe confidence, 
by the bewitching charms of the ſyrens, peace and 
_ ; ſupporting themſelves rather by the terror 

of their national ſtrength, or external preparation? 
How ſoon did they forget the laſt, the dying in- 
ſtructions of their great lawgiver under Gop, Moſes, 
manfully to defend the country, which they ow!'d to 
the indulgence of providence z that goodly country 


flowing with milk and hong; yet, take notice, infe- 


rior in ſituation and fertility, (and all things conſi- 


Tyranny ; the author took this occaſion of expreſſing his de- 


teſtation of ſuch principles, as demonſtrate the ſupporters of 


them to be enemies to the Revolution, and the Ad of Se: lement, 
which is the baſis of our preſent happy Conſtitution; and it is a 
prime duty of the loyal clergy in America, to explain and aſſert 
this, in all the colonies, where it is not ſo generally underiiood 


as in Europe. 
0 dered 
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dered in climate too) to that, which we of this de- 
lightful province, from the ſame all bountiful hand, 
now puſſcts ? How were they prepared to be ſent back. 
to their Egyptian taſkmaſters ; to ſervile drudgery; 
to be hewers of wood and drawers of water, to groan 
out their lives under the tyranny of a Pharaoh (the 
true antitype of the moſt chriſtian king, the moſt 
deſpotical, perſecuting French grand monarch) to be 
driven, by their overſeers, like our reſtive negro- 
ſlaves, 1o make brick without ſtraw, to erect a pyra- 
mid, or a Verſailles, an eternal monument of their 
own ſubjection and their tyrant's vain glory ?---How 
quickly did their brutal appetnes yearn after their 
precarious meals of ſodden fleſh, for the edible gods 

of their maſters; and the gods of their own bellies; 
even lentils, leeks. and onions 3 which deſpicably 


and ingratefully they murmur'd for, in preference to 


manna or quails z to liberty and he bread of heaven! 
How ſoon by deviating from the maxims, on which 


only their conditional eftabliſhment *was to be con- 


firmed, did they fail under the galling and alternate 
yoke of every neighbouring heathen nation, adop- 
ting the manners, and in part the religion of their 
corrupted and corrupting conquerors , as we 
read in the book of Judges ; all the chapters of 
which are only brief annals of their infatuation ; 


or of their repentance and miraculous deliverance 


under heaven-rais'd generals, or chieftams, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral emergencies and diſtreſſes.— 
Every now and then, ſuch a leader was indeed re- 

uiſite! Such, as the inhabitants of this province have 


reaſon to felicitate themſelves upon, in his gracious 
majeſty's paternal choice, or approbation 3 our go- 
vernor, to conduct, either ſingly, & 


againſt the enter- 
Mca's, and the world's 
repole z 


( 11) 
repoſe ; if he be enabled by the preſent (I hope and 
believe) patriot aſſembly to proſecute the royal orders 
and his own generous purpoſe. A gentleman, who 
(without a vain compliment in the awful houſe of 
Gop) has a real right to a high eſteem from you, 


both on account of his ſtation and perſonal merit; 


and whom it is the duty of us all to regard, as not 
deriving his preferments from court-intereſt, but as 


thus diſtinguiſhed for known loyalty, and military 
experience, which we cannot doubt, but he will now 
_ exert to the utmoſt, if an ill-tim'd parſimony does 
not ſtarve his cauſe, and petty diſſenſions and avoca- 


tions from the grand concernment, do not interpoſe 
to check his defigns, and prevent what his cool de- 
liberation, and natural ardour, give us moſt rational 
hopes he will have a main hand in accompliſhing : 


the principal merit and glory of which will redound 
to this province, and more and more recommend its 


important intereſts to the mother nation, ſo intimate- 
ly blended with her own : it our contributions for 
the common ſervice be more chearfully given, or 


more ſpeedily rais'd, than thoſe of our neighbouring 


governments. | 

But again, if we conſider the Iſraelitiſn nation 
under their kings (whoſe government they perverſely 
preferr*d to an hierarchy under the king of kings) to 
what can we impute the train and viciſſitude of cala- 
mities, they by intervals groan'd under, but to a 
ſtupid dormancy, or decay of this virtuous zeal in 


themſelves, or their monarchs ? To this dire ſource 


their prophets unanimouſly aſcribe the fall of their 


ſtate, and the various judgments of Gon. When- 


ever any degree of publick ſpirit reviv'd, as in the 
reigns of David and Solomon moſt remarkably, and 
afterwards in thoſe of Aſa, Hezekiah, Joſiah, and 


a few others; how did they attract the divine fa- 
vour, to the confuſion of their haughty enemies? 


How did the almighty arm interpoſe to fave them in 
the criſis of complicated perils ? The almigity arm 
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indeed; ; though not without their own efforts! (bor. 
they have a wrong notion of the uſual conduct of 
providence in ſublunary affairs, who abſurdly ſup- 
poſe, that it never uſes or concurs with human abili- 
ties, diſpoſitions, and improvements, as inſtruments 
to work its purpoſes !) How prodigiouſly did uſeful 
arts then flouriſh : witneſs that ſtupendous ſtructure, 
their glorious temple, ſo magnificent, fo richly or- 
namented, as wou'd tire defcription ? How mutt 
ſmiling commerce have been extended, not only by 
the numerous caravans that pals'd by them to Eg gypt, 
Meſopotamia, Aflyria, Perſia, and the fartheſt Ara- 
bia, but by means of the much envy*d ports of 
Eloth and Eziongebar on the red fea, the great 
marts for the treafures of Ophir, and all the rich 
commodities of the Eaft-Indics ; which drew ſuch a 
maſs of wealth on this people, while induſtrious and 
uncorrupted (that is, while influenced by public ſpirit) 
that filver once abounded ſo as to be accounted but 
as the ſtones of the ſtreet for its plenty; and gold, 
Jewels, ſpices, balſams, perfumes, and invaluable 

medical drugs, were tranſmitted either by themſelves 
from their principal ſea- town Joppa, or more proba- 
bly in the bottomry of Phenician merchants, through 
all the coaſts of the Mediterranean, to the ſtraits of 
Gades and the weſtern ocean; and we have good 
grounds to conjecture that this originally opened, 
or vaſtly aſſiſted that immenſe trade, by which the 
Sidonians and Tyrians were fo carly enriched and 
renowned ; and by which their ever famous colony 
of Carthage roſe from the meaneſt beginning to the 
ſublimeſt pitch of earthly grandeur, ſo as to contend 
For a long time and in the moſt bloody and conſump- 
tive wars, with the Romans themſelves, their only 
rivals for the empire of the then known world. By 
liltening to the noble dictates of this vitally active 
principle, how did all temporal bleſſings, as it were 


in courle, accrue to Judea; and how did that minute 
ſpot 
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ſpot of the globe, not half ſo large as Maryland, nor 


attended with fo many natural advantages, raiſe and 
ſupport ſuch countleſs myriads of people, as ſcarce 
any hiſtory, without the ſanction of inſpiration, cou'd 
perſuade our belief of? Wonderful as this ſeems, it 
15 to be accounted for from what I have laid down, 
as its foundation; even from ſtrong attachments to 


public intereſts ; by ſtrictly adhering to their laws; 


loving their civil and eccleſiaſtical polity ; by a firm 
union among themſelves ; by a due ſubmiſſion to 
executive authority; by an honeſt and vigilant jea- 


louſy of tie ambitious deſigns of turbulent neigh- 


bours to diſturb their property, or diſtreſs their trade; 
by a firm reſolution to repel violent invaſions, and 
retaliate national injuries; by manuring and cultivat- 


ing every inch of their narrow territories, even the 


moſt barren parts, hills, {tony vallies and fandy 
plains, to the laſt poſſibility of perfection; (the ap- 


parent veſtiges of which indultry cannot eſcape a 


curious traveller, as doctor Maundrel aſſures us at 
this day, in its deſolate and miſerable condition) by 
judiciouſly conſidering the genius of each particular 
ſoil; and by pianting or {owing tacrein, whatever 
was moſt adapted to its natural, or reclaimed ſtate; 
by encouraging artificers of all ſorts, and employing 


their laborious poor in various manufactures 3 by 


opening their hearts and purſes liberally, and by lend- 
ing their hands readily and without murmuring to 
aid the community on all occaſions, to chaſtiſe the in- 
curſive heathen, and fight the batrles of the Lord. 
If you ſnou'd want further conviction of this; 
modern Flolland will ſhow you, how by purſuing 
ſuch meaſures (conſidered only in a political light) 
their ſeven diminutive provinces, not much bigger 
than ſeven of our counties, withſtood the whole mo- 
narchy of Spain, (then in her altitude of power, and 
aſſiſted with the wealth of both Indies) dif ipating 


her land-forces, and ſea· armadas, and rendering it- 
ſelf 
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weak and tottering kingdom, 


memorable ſtruggles they made under the heroic 
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telf independent of inquiſitions and tyrants, by in- 


credible efforts in trade and arms at the ſame time ; 


till from being the moſt aiſtreſſed States (as they call- 


ed themſelves in our renowned queen Elizabeth's 
days) they roſe almoſt inſtantaneouſly, like meteors 
in clouds and ſtorms, to the pompous denomination 
of high and mighty; the monopolizers of commerce ; 
the controllers of kings; and the arbiters of Europe. 

A free and mercantile people, who hear all this, 
muſt be covered with bluſhes, or glow with emula- 
tion at the firſt recital | ' 

On the other hand, what cauſed the general con- 
tempt, frequent captivites, and almoſt utter exciſion 
of this devoted people, the Jews, but being deaf to 
the reiterated advice, threats, aud warnings of their 


ſeveral prophets : in ſtupidly dividing the incommu- 
nicable honours and worſhip of Jehovah with the 
calves of Jeroboam (who ſeduced ten whole tribes 


to a final revolt at once) in bowing the knee alter- 
nately to Baa] or Rimmon, Dagon, or Aſhtaroth, 


and the rabble of gods and goddeſſts of their neigh- 


bh urs; perhaps as numerous, and as much adored 
as thoſe we find fainted, and more than deify'd, in 


the long muſter-roll of a popiſh Calendar; in letting, 
zeal ſtagnate by inaction; or ſink into enervate lan- 
guor, by relaxing the only ſinews of power and great- 
neſs; by a total depravation of manners: and in 


adopting ſchemes diametrically oppoſite to general 


felicity; while they ridiculouſly imagin*d, that the 


particular proſperity of families, or a narrowly-di- 
vided and partial happineſs might continue in a 


*Tis true that after the return of a remnant of 


them from their ſeventy year's thraldom in Babylon, 


they cannot be juſtly chargeable with a ſimilar ill 


conduct; and by ſmarting fo long and fo ſeverely 


for their apoſtaſy, they can be no more accus'd of 
the leaſt proneneſs to idolatry ; and the brave and 


race 


(15) 
race of the Maccabees againſt the Syro-Macedonian 
tyrants, in vindication of their religion and liberty, 
are highly commendable ; and they were accordingly 
rewarded for it; for by this means only their cemple 
and civil polity were fully reſtor'd: they emerged 
for a while, and had ſome appearance again of being 
Gov's ſelect people. But how ſoon did they grow wan- 
ton like the ſtall- fed ox fit for ſlaughter, by | battening 


in peace, opulence and luxury? how ſoon did they re- 
lapſe, tho' not into the ſame, yet into the other equally 


deſtructive extreme of popular folly ? Read but their 
own * Hiſtorian, well-converſant with thoſe times, 


and you will be abundantly confirmed by what ſwift 


gradations, they pav'd the way for extirpation, or 
total diſperſion, when they began to change a true 


zeal into a falſe ; when, by admitting cabals and 


faction into their Sanhedrin and councils, they ſplit 


into various ſects, and ag e the divided rabble , 


into fanatical phrenſy by the magical nicknames of 
Phariſee, Sadducee, Herodian, and the like : for, as 
to the meaning and diſtinction of the terms, the ma- 
Jority knew no more of them, than many of our fel- 
low-ſubjects lately did what Whig and Tory, High- 
Church and Low-Church ſignify'd. Their crafty 
demagogues and ring- leaders blew the coals: the 
inflamed populace were ſet together by the ears with 
a jargon of hard words: the church forſooth was 
in jeopardy : the court and country were alternately 
in fault, as the ride ebb'd or flow'd : all men were 
alarm'd (few knew why) at inteſtine danger, and 
laughed at foreign; being too eagerly occupy'd in 


domeſtic diſcords to be ſufficiently watchfu! againſt : 


formidable and ſurrounding enemies, who were too 
Wiſe to neglect the opportunity theſe diſſenſions gave 
them of properly availiog themſelves thereby. 

Thus either by defect and omiſſion, or by abuſe 


and trangreſſion in degree of their zeal or public 


ſpirit, this heaven-abandoned . fild up the 
1 Teſephus. meaſure 
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meaſure of their iniquity z and were permitted in 


their laſt atrocious act, to crucify their Meſſiah. And 
thus in the nature of things, and without any abſo- 
lute decree of Gop, they were ſelf doom'd to all the 


horrors of civil butchery, and Roman vengeance, 
with ſuch terrible and accumulated circumſtances of 
fire, ſword, peſtilence and famine, as never before 
afflicted any other nation, and does too much vio- 
Jence on humanity to hear or relate,--- This good 
however may be educed from their ill, that a vaga- 
bond reſidue of them are ſtill preſerved in all parts of 
the world to warn thoſe, they live among, if the 

wou'd eſcape their fate, to avoid thoſe ſtages of dif- 


ferent guilt, into which they deſperately plunged 


themſelves at particular ſeaſons. 


It would require a volume rather than a ſermon, 


ſhould 1 make extracts for further enforcing the mo- 
mentous truth of this head from profane records. 


Such can be but little neceſſary, alter what I have 


advanced from the facred oracles. 

Let me therefore only curſorily glance at what the 
greateſt {ages of the two wiſeſt and moſt renowned 
nations, that ever aw'd and enlightened mankind, 


have delivered as to theſe points, "Demoſthenes and 


Cicero, Thucydides and Tacitus, Ariſtotle and 
Pliny : in ſhort, the moſt famous orators, hiſtorians, 
philoſophers and patriots have evinced chat theGreeks 
and Romans ow'd all their glory in arts and arms, 
not ſo much to other ſalutary inſtitutions of their 
original lawgivers, Lycurgus, Solon or Numa, as 
to this one ſimple principle of public ſpirit, or a 
virtuous and well temper*'d zeal for the honour and 
welfare of their country, being inſus'd into and pro- 
pagated among, all ranks of cheir ſubjects, with the 
utmoſt care even from their carlieſt in fancy.— This 
(notwithſtanding ſome temporary commotions, which 


neceſſarily and frequently will ariſe in free ſtates, I 


ſay,—notwithſtanding theſe—this ſole principle ren. 


dered 
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dered them invincible, conferred on them the two laſt of 
the four great monarchies foretold by Daniel, and im- 


mortaliz'd their name. Hence the liberal ſciences tri- 


umph'd, and the muſes exultingly ſung { hence Apelles 
touch'd the canvas into mimic life, and marble ſeem'd to 
breathe from the forming hand of Praxiteles: Hence 
the works of Homer, by exquiſitely celebrating the he- 
roes of antiquity, in effect daily created new ones, while 
a transfuſion of their virtues was felt in the breaſt of eve- 


ry reader, capable of being warm'd by his ſentiments 
and numbers. Hence a Curtius leap'd into the opening 


gulph 3 and the Decii devoted themſelves. Hence a 


rſt Brutus, with an heart as bright and impervious too 


as a rock of poliſh*d adamant, aſſerted the impartial tri- 
bunal of liberty reſtored ; paſs'd ſentence of death on 


his own rebel ſons, and fat with an awful ſerenity, till + 


he ſaw it executed on the two degenerate youths,—A 


godlike act! nor is an Engliſh chriſtian clergyman a- 


am'd to give it from the pulpit that high epithet, tho? 
perform'd by a heathen, —A godlike act; ro ſhowamaz'd 
poſterity, how much the conſul ſhou'd tranſcend the 
parent; and the father of his country riſe above the fa- 
ther of the children of his bowels Thus too the ſecond 
Brutus, with a zeal worthy of the firſt, bath*d his dag- 
ger in the heart's blood of a proud uſurper; a perfidious 
and over-grown robber :—A robber, in ſpite of the falſe 
glare and tinſel ſplendor that adulation deck'd him in; 
in ſpite of all thoſe fine qualities and happy endowfents 
of art and nature; by which he excelled the ſons of 
men ; ahd which ' but rendered him more eminently 


culpable, when they Were perverted into inſtruments 


of overthrowing the liberties of his country, and not 


made ſubſervient only for its preſervation and glory — 
Tes, — On this principle he was juſtly ſtabb'd in the 


midſt of his ſervile, and venal ſenate; when no other 
reſource was left to re-. inſtate the commonwealth in its 
former luſtre of independency and freedom. Hence 
too —Laſtly, the venerable elders of a former ſenate, but 

TS 25:1: 35 &a D vf 


1143 


2 = 9 
3 ˙ K * — - * 
oe - 


2 — — A 
— : 
emp * Po —_— 
* a 
F 


- _ 
- 2 — > — — 5 — 1 
* a 
I = ——— = $22 20 — — 
— — . : 
— — — —— — — 88 — 8 
3 al — r — , n * . . A - 2 - p . 
8 — gi att. SoC A EEE ORE: bear EY ns 6 


1 — — r 


. 
- 


7 
: 1 
- = 
* 
* 


(18) 


. 


TS, 4 | * ? (19114. £6 Toy * 3 6 Wn on ty LA3EL-; 3, 
of another ſtamp, diſplay'd an example of truly Ro- 


man fortitude, that ſhould engage the attention of the 


repreſentatives of a brave Britiſh ,people, I mean, that 

we conſcript fatbers; who, when their counſels 
.cou'd no longer aſſiſt their bleeding country, and their 
hands were too feeble through the infirmities of age to 
draw a ſword in its defence, refolv'd to bury themſelves 
in its ruins rather than ſurvive it, and with a patient dig- 
nity ſuffered their throats to be cut by the inhuman Gauls 
< the predeceſſors J of ; the preſent. invading, burning, 
Acalping, perſecuting, all-maſſacreing French) who, 
ike a, ruſhing; torrent, under Brennus, broke into Italy; 
ſtill, as they advanc'd, ſwelling their numbers with 
freſh acceſſions of. rapacious Barbarians, in every ſavage 


country, through which they march*d.— 


- _But how did theſe ſovereign republics ſuffer the en- 
ſigns of dominion. to be ſnatch'd from their hands, and 
-all;their laurels to be wither'd ? Whence is it, that they 


einn : ; (gn 4 AAFI EIA! t | | . 
declined ſo faſt from their meridian, glory; from their 


zenith of boaſted liberty, and, ſer fo, loon in obſcurity? 
Why their own beſt authors will unanimouſly acknow- 
ledge, it was by ſtarting from the principle, on which 
they, were founded, and grew into greatneſs. Twas 
hig paved the way for Philip's dangerous intrigues, and 
£-Cxſai's ambition. Athenians, Spartans, Thebans and 
Romans were gradually prepar'd, for flavery, and by 
- abandoning public ſpirit, they bepamie an eaſy prey to 


the nearelt invader at hand, who, had. power and address 


- 


\ Enough to ſaatch,at, and ſcramble/for.it. By warging 


their paſſions from generqus purſuits to ignobſe ohyects, 
they became ripe fon, ſhackles ; fuch as the rampintly 
mad. Macedogian boy, or a more crafty Roman trium- 


. vir, thought it to impoſe upon them : to whoſe infamous 


manes (pardon. me ye abettors of paſſive Obedience z qe 
advocates of hereditary, indeteafible, right in. kings) l 


carmot pay any, the leaſt, incenſe; and would ag ſoon 


. compliment; the. eruptions, of a Vulcano, the havock of 


a hurricane, the de vourings of a conflagration, that lay'd 


the 


( 19 ). 

the creation waſte, as thoſe ſcourges of heaven ; thoſe 
Alexanders the great, or thoſe Loviles the great; whom 
| regard not as Gop's vicegerents on earth, but as the 
tools of penal vengeance bn ſelf. debas'd, and {:1f-inflav'd 
nations, for betraying their birthrights; for ſelling them, 
like Eſau, for a meſs of pottage 3 for their high treaſon 
againſt nature; for their abdicating the prerogative, and 
torfeiting the dignity and characteriſtie of man.!— 

But, tis time, more than time, to cloſe this head; 
and come to the application of the! whole : 

1s it not now and always good to be 'zealouſly affected in 


7 84 thing, or cauſe — And what cauſe can ſo ſenſibly 


ect us, as that of our country ? And to whom ſhall 
we have recourſe for relief, when it is menaced. by hoſtile 
attempts, as at preſent, but to the delegates of the 
community and the executive power, with whom the 
means of raiſing the ſupport, and the methods of car- 


Tying it into action are entruſted ? 


I now addreſs myſelf with a faithful Boldaetk, Wy 
with duteous humility and reſpect, to each branch of our 
provincial legiſlature ; whom in a private capacity, as 
gentlemen, friends, Engliſhmen, and fellow- [ubjects 


under the beſt of kings ( and beſt is greateſt in my opi- 


nion) I ſincerely love; and whom I cordially honour, 
as inveſted with the ſupreme power here over a fine and 
flouriſhing country, endeared to me by the ſtrongeſt 
atitude, and every warm, and tender cee, that 
can flow from the conſcious heart of. man. | 
An important cauſe indeed renders the convening 
of the zeww aſſembly, even at this rigorous ſealon of the 
year, neceſſary; and its firſt ſeſſion is open'd by a fpeech 
worthy of his Excellency (whom we are here to conſi- 


der as the immediate ſubſtitute of the throne) for a 


legal and competent ſupply from them adequate to the 
urgent occaſion, and the abilities of their conſtituents; 
in order that he may immediately fulfil the expected 
purpoſes of the late honourable commiſſion from his 
majeſty; z and 0g 5 our proportion'd quota of brave 
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volunteers with thoſe of other colonies, propitiouſly 
begin his march to repel force by force; to puniſh a 
flagrant infringement of the law of nations; to ſecure 
the exterior ſettlements, as a firm barrier behind us; 


and to vindicate the juſt and ample claim of the Britiſh 


empire, now, on all parts, manifeſtly inſulted, or au- 
daciouſly invaded. 
It were a preſumption deſerving your jndignation and 
cenſure, to dare to point out to your wiſdoms the ways 
and means, or any expedient needful to be uſed for rail- 
ing the ſupply in this preſſing extremity. But ſurely, 
I keep within my proper ſphere, while in general terms 
1 only urge what my ſacred function exacts from me, as 
a bounden duty. I wou'd not ſound forth an alarm for 
romantic expeditions in chimerical perils ; bur, I confeſs, 
I would blow the trumpet in Zion rather with ſome de- 


gree of honeſt enthuſiaſm, than with a feeble blaſt, for 


kindling public ſpirit in real danger, and revent as a 
prieſt ot the ſacred altar, that pure, en pg veſtal, 
fire from ever being extinguiſh'd among us. 

Let me then conjure you to weigh the high conſe- 
quences of theſe noble culonics for your own lakes, as 
well as on account of your mother country; who hav- 
ing been the powerful protrectreſs, and careful nurſe of 
your infancy, has not remitted her parental care, even 
when you are grown to a ſtate of juvenile vigour; and 
it would be <qually ingrateful and ſhameful not to act 
in conjunction with her other oil:pring in your common 
defence, but ſtill with childiſh cries call upon her for 


further aid, when you are at an age, more than quali- 


fy'd to defend yourſelves; eſpecially as ſhe is loaded with 
an eighty million debt, (beſides the vaſt annual expen- 
ces ſhe is at in maintaining, for ſovereignty at ſea, a naval 


force; and in ſupporting her other military and civil 


liſts) a debt, contracted for the protection of her laws, 


liberties, and religion, againſt a ſucceſſion of Popiſh 


pretenders to our crown; and againſt their chief pa- 


trons; thoſe very foes, implacable and inveterate, who 
now 
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now menace yourſelves ; and who are purſuing her with 
their malice in the remoteſt parts of her dominions; 
never letting the ſun ſet on their depredations; and 
wounding her moſt ſenſibly through your ſides. 

The firſt principle of nature calls on you, on the one 
part, and gratitude and juſtice on the other, to diſtinguiſh 
yourſelves on this occaſion, and rather to ſet an example 
than to wait for one from your neighbours, by pay- 
ing back chearfully, in a mutuality of good offices, and 
a generous retribution, a ſmall portion of what you 
owe her for your preſent ſubſiſtence, as well as your 
original exiſtence, Let me tell you, my worthy coun- 
trymen, the eyes of your conſtituents are now upon you, 
who, as far as ray ſphere of obſervation extends, will 
ſcarce applaud you at your return to your ſeveral coun- 
ties for being unſcaſonably frugal, or too 1ndulgent to 
their pockets againſt their inclinations. They are Bri- 
tons, and when not mifled by the tales of deſigning 
men, ſuch as will not grudge a day or two of extraordi- 
nary labour in the field to ſupport this overture for na- 
tional benefit. The eyes of your ſiſter- colonies are upon 
you, who will be agitated by ſhame or rivalſhip to take 
their meaſures from your pattern, Aſſume then the 
glory of making your pattern the maſter-ſpring of 
their motion The eyes of your venerable mother- 
nation will be upon you, who requires and expects, that 
in proportion, as her own inviolable products, and your 
ſtaples of trade and intercourſe, are reciprocally lucrative, 
you wou'd imitate her parliaments in a ſuitable conduct, 
when French invaſions are threaten'd ; and no longer 
be amus'd, like our commiſſaries in Paris, by the futile 
and time-ſpinaing wrangles, or by all the ſtale chica- 
nery of a treaty-making and treaty-breaking race; but 
cruſh at a blow the crocodile in the egg-ſhell.—— Nay, 
gentlemen, the Argus' eyes of the very French are upon 
you, who, by their various and conceal'd emiſſaries, un- 
diſguiſs'd jeſuits, pardoned rebels, and traiterous male- 
contents, will have diſpatched to them at Quebec, or 
even 
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ſpeed. than, they can he tranſmitted home. Tou Mond 
conſider, how well acquainted they, are- ih the defence- 
leſs condition of our variqus colonies, and. that they, are 
hence emboldened to undertake. theſe deſtructive pro- 
Jects; that while they ate carrying on a chain of forts of 


incredible length behind us, almoſt from the tropic to 


the polar circle, from New Orleans, and the bay of Mex- 
ico to beyond that of St. Laurence northward, and with- 
in a trifling diſtance of our chief places for the fur- trade 
at the bottom of James's bay; that while they are ever 
and anon edging on us from the weſt, and ſtriving to 
confine us to a comparatively narrow flip of land by 
hemming us in between the Apalachean hills and, the 
ocean z that while they are laying the foundations of a 


monarchy, greater than the four ancient ones. together, 


and extend their enormous Louiſiana in their impugent 


maps and hot imagination to; the very ſouth.ſeas, and 


perhaps to Japan; that while they are doing, or con- 
triving to do all this, we lie expoſcd to their inſults and 
depredations, without fortifications, magazines and war- 
hke ſtores, or even a diſciplined militia, to defend us 
againſt any ſudden hoſtility z ſo, that if they were to 
take it into their heads to make 3 quick march upon 
this, or either of the two bordering colonies, with but 
two thouſand men of the regular trogps, of France, at- 
tended with as many of their woodrangers and Indian 


allies, they would find nothing to obſtruct their courſe til] 


the Atlantic ocean ſtopped them; but wou'd over-run us 
at once, and with the lame rapidity and violence that the 
back foreſts ſometimes ſuffer, when at a general hunting 
the woods are {ct on fire by the natives. You ſhoul 
canſider, that the? ½% 2 * of their bouje may often eat 
them up; that tho? their zeal, I ſay, may be too vo- 
latile frequently, yet ours for that very reafon ought never 
to be too phlegmatic ; that tho' they now and then over- 
ſnoot the mark by to {arguing hopes and halty aims, 
a. generally their projects are the reſult of long 5 
oP 
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de thinking, ard laid far in fututity, Wherens may 
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ou Thould conſider frow much ir is vont duty to have 


; you and maintain their uſurpations 3 that it is high time 
to raiſe a ſufficient force to git an immediate and deci- 
ſive Plow; and that to receive another defeat, or feebly 
to attempt and fail again, would be wore fatal than fo 
lit ill and make go effotft at all. You ſhould conſider 
inde qd what their/otand {themes really are; no-lefs than 
to Unite, by ſcizing on the vaſt interjacent regions, their 
northern with their ſouthern colonies, their Canada With 
"their. MimMppi 3, to fix gerriſons on all the avigable 
Hiraits of the mighty expanſe of Mediterranean freſh⸗ 
Vater ſeas, Ontario, Erie, Turn, Lüncis, and 'the ſu- 
perieur lake; behind which there ate others, that pib- 
baby communicat? both with Hudſon's by and rhe 
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Pacific ocean; as theſe do with one anotlier. You ſhou'd 
conſider that the great object of their immediate ambi- 
tion is, to obtain a commodibus poft on the Atlantic 
main; (which their engineers would ſobn take care to 
render ſtronger, as more important, than Louiſbourg is 
now by additional works, and new batteries) that cou'd 


this be done it would be the firſt ſtep to compleat their 
unbounded hopes; and that the places, which preſent 


themſelves principally to their ambition, are the river of 
Hudſon, and the bay of Cheſapeak ; that their deſigns 
were only providentially fruſtrated on the former by 
the diſſipation of their formidable fleet under Duke 
D*Anville ; by which they intended to have taken and 
fortify'd for themſelves, our defencelefs town of New- 
York, at the mouth of it; while at the ſame time a 
land- army rendevouzing then near Montfeal; was ready 
to move down by the lake of Champlain fo ſurprize our 
naked Albany towards the forks of it ; and thus all com- 
munication had been cut off between our ſouthern and 
northern colonies for mutual defence, and an afylum 


open'd for ſwarms of papiſts, Jacobites, deſperadoes, 


convicts, and fugitive negroes, to have joined them, at 


the very time, when an unnatural rebellion at home, 


promoted chiefly by the French, was gnawing our vitals, 
and an expenſive war abroad was externally waſting us. 


Had this hell-concerted and heaven-diſappointed arma- 


ment ſucceeded, and a popiſh pretender been proclaimed 
as our king, you may better conceive, than I deſcribe, 
what direful ſcenes of blood and horror, proteſtants and 


loyal Britons had been involved in; nor wou'd any of 


our ſettlements have eſcaped ſome part of the ſtorm, 


though they are extended in length for full fiſteen hun- 


dred miles on the coaſt, and contain, by the beſt infor- 
mation I can receive, at leaſt one million of inhabitants: 


[Which doubles the number of the French on this con- 
tinent, even from their own exaggerating accounts, tho 


we reckon in all the Indians nationally blended with 


them, and their promiſcuous poſterity 3 now as good 


a French- 
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Frenchmen and papiſts, as themſelves; by their wiſe 
methods of adoption and incorporation, which trom'the 
beginning they .never neglected, and we always ſhame- 
fully deſpiſed !J—You will hence likewiſe pleaſe to con. 
Rider, that the ſuperiority of the French docs not conſiſt 
in a continuity of ſettlements like ours: nor. does it 
confiſt in numbers of men, I ſay, or courage; in neither 
of which, we know, they are yet comparable to us: But 
in dextrous cunning, political intriguing, ready obedience 
to civil or military command, and in a natural vivacity 
and alertneſs in action, they certainly excel us; as they 
fatally do in a knowledge of the uſe of arms; being all 
from their boyhood train'd up to it, muſter'd and dif: 
ciplined by veteran and European officers ; and above 
all, in a confolidation of intereſts: and councils, being 
firmly united, tho' ſo widely ſcatter'd, under one chief 
in ſupreme command, the governor- general in Canada: 
Whereas our provinces, though ſo happily located, are 
diſſeminated in mind; and feldom can be brought to act 


with unanimity.——You are therefore to ſupply this 


defect, by which only deſpotic governments have the 


advantage of free ſtates, with all poſſible prudence, in 
nies, that we may firmly aſſociate, without tedious ad- 
juſtments of trifling punctihos, for common preſerva- 
tion: But moſt eſpecially it is now neceſſary, that a mu- 
tual confidence be ſettled with the cement of fraternal 
affection between the legiſlative powers of this province; 
for where this corner- ſtone is wanting, we baild in vain; 
and a manifeſt tendency to anarchy and confuſion enſues, 


If this is preſerved in your debates, and thoſe of your 


neighbouring aſſemblies, no reafonable man (humanly 
ſpeakitig) can any more doubt of a happy iſſue to our 
glorious undertaking, than of its expediency and ne- 


ceſſity: We are not only invited, but compelled into 
it: The enemy are at our doors: they are intrenchipg, 


and fortreſſing in our borders: they have ſlaughter d 


our Virginian forces, and driven from their habitations 
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great numbers of diſtreſt, outlying families, and in- 
duſtrious adventurers, who might otherwiſe, by rapid 


progreſs, advance the Britiſh frontiers and the chriſtian 
religion. They have intercepted our beneficial ſouthern 
fur-trade, and by the vileſt artifices rendered us cheap 
and ſuſpectable in the eyes of our allied Indians; parti- 
cularly the foe nalions, ſome tribes of whom have ſe- 
ceded from their Jeague, and migrated to them, as, if 
not more powerful protectors, yet to be relied on, as 


more ſtedfaſt friends. They have perverted multitudes 


of honeſt heathen clans into chriſten d demons. Their 
Rome imp'd prieſts have refin'd ſimple ſavages into hu- 
man tygers, and to enlarge their creed have totally cor- 
rupted whatever they knew of morals before. They 
would now by preocupation, in order to ground a right 
to future, and ſtill growing claims, engroſs that charm- 
ing country, from the ſources of the Ohio to its conflux 


with the Ouabach, which is truly worth fighting for in a 


righteous cauſe, and is compared, for its delicious proſpect 
and fertility, to the plains of Milan, the garden of Italy, 
ſurrounded and Fg rar dwith celebrated lakesand rivers. 

Gentlemen of both houles, as you are guardians of 
the preſent race, and truſtees of poſterity, ſtop in time 
their progreſs, ſince none know where it will otherwiſe 
end, O ſtop it in time! ſecure thoſe bliſsful regions, as 
a jewel of the greateſt magnitude and ſplendor in the 
Britiſh crown, to be worn for ever by illuſtrious deſcen- 


dants from King George; and to be exhauſtleſs reſer- 
vations for your. own children, when theſe multiplying 


provinces are over- ſtocked with people, as they will ſoon 
be from their natural increaſe only. Remember the 


brave atchievements of your brethren of New England 


in the late war; think, how an handful of undiſciplined 
farmers, freſh from the plow, took the bull by the horns, 
poſſeſs'd themſclves of their impregnable Cape-Breton, 


and in its rendition, as an equivalent for al Flanders, 


purchaſed a peace for Europe. Think on the native 


bravery of your own inmates z who, among the other 
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Americans, eminently and lately diſtinguiſh:d themſelves 
at Carthagena; and convinced the world, that Mary lind 
produc'd a race of heroes from her foreſts, whoſe lion- 
like fierceneſs, in the front of fire and death, was only 
cenſurable for its generous exceſs.— Think, that your 
troops (if a general of ſeniority is not ſent hither from 
Europe) will have a chief of their own to lead them to 
conqueſt; a father by his employment and inclination 
who by the previous meaſures he has taken, the unwon- 
ted intelligence he has obtained of the country and ene- 
my, and his unweary*d application to the grand-con- 
cernment in every particular, has given us encouraging 
omens of ſucceſs, and that in his intended march and 
attacks, he will obviate all former difficulties, prevent 
future miſcarriages, and revenge the blood of our coun— 
try men, unprofitably ſhed !——©O think of all this, and 
think (I repeat it again) that much frugality may be 
ſometimes a crime, as in a good cauſe, luke warmneſs is 
always one. Think that a moderate taxation now will 
be moſt. certainly the greateſt occonomy, and the means 
of ſaving very heavy future expences.——l remember 
the time (not many years ago) when in this town, thoſe 


| few perſons (among whom it is known I was one) who 


expreſſed their apprehenſions of French attempts to 
make ſettlements, where they ſince have done it to our 
coſt, found their predictions received with but ſlender 
impreſſions by many men in popular efteem for ſagacity: | 
An increaſe of arms and ammunition was then thought 
burthenſome and uſeleſs ; and invaſions from Utopia, or 


the moon, would have been as ſoon dreaded ; as from 


the 15 whence we are now moleſted ! But let us 
avoid all retroſpection in a matter that requires univer- 
al amity and concord. Let us acquaint ourſelves better 
with French politics and French ambition, The hiſtory 
of every nation in Europe will ſhow ye, that their mo- 
narchy has been graſping a ſupreme dominion there for 
near two centuries z even at all their Charlemagne once 
poſſeſs d. Popery, too groſs, too affrontive to common 
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ſenſe, to be believed by their wiſe men, is ſubmitted to 
as their main engine of ftate ; and ſo would Mahome- 


tiſm, if equally and eſſentially ſubſervient to their grand 
ſcheme ; as we may well conjecture from their cloſe 
Connexions with their beſt allies, the Turks; having en- 
tered into an agreement, as it ſhould feem, to keep the 
grand ſeignior. on the throne of Conſtantine, in order 


to ſhare with him, ſome time or other, the beſt part of 


Chriſtendom. [Their perfidy in ſolemn treaties is a trite 
proverb; and among themſelves they laugh at all thoſ: 
as incorrigible dupes, who ſtill continue to truſt or be. 
heve them. Fhcir arrogance carries them fo far as to 


boaſt that they can eaſily make up any misfortune in 


war by their {kill in the cabinet, or at a congreſs. The 
Reaſon of their Kings is publiſhed from the mouths of 
their cannons z and where their clergy fail, dragoons 
more powerfully convert. What they are capable of do- 
ing this way, let the terrible maſſacre of Paris, and, 
if poſſible, the more horrid revocation of the edict of 


Nantz, inform ye: Not to dwell on what you know 


from every gazette, their preſcnt barbaritics to their own 


countrymen and fellow ſubjects in Languedoc; nor on 


their helliſh Cruſadoes of yore againſt the miſerable 
Albigenſes, chiefly for not believing, that a bit of bread, 
to be chew'd, devour'd, and digeſted by a rat or mouſe, as 
well as themſelves, could be tranſubſtantiated by the mum- 
bled words of a prieſtly conjurer into the fleſh of Gop!— 
Yes, theſe are they, who being fettered themſelves, wou'd 
bripg you under the ſame yoke, and like the rival of 


their pride and ambition, the devil, envy you that hap- 
pineſs, from which they are for ever excluded! Theſe, 
- gentlemen, are the focs you are to engage with; the 
_ emigrant ſucceſſors of thoſe, whom your heroic prede- 
ceſſors ſo often vanquiſhed, plucking the plume of tri. 


umph from their creſts ; and whoſe capital kingdom they 
more than once over- run. Turn over the pages of your 
ſhining annals, and. while you read of what has becn 
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Blenheim, tell your bounding hearts the fame blood 
enriches your own veins, and enſures approaching victo- 
ry! Ve ſons of the Reformation, confirmed by the death 
of ſo many bright martyrs, guard yet holy religion 
from papal perſecution, idolatry, Iriſh maſſacres, gun- 
powder-treaſons, and worſe than Smithfield fires! 
Protect your eſtates, your laws, your liberties, ye aſſer- 
tors of the glorious Revolution, from foreign tyranny, 
tho* menac'd only at the greateſt diſtance. Yet—Gop 
forbid, that you ſhould uſe any unchriſtian methods 


even for compaſſing theſe good ends; or ſhould conceive 


thoſe nefarious means warrantable in the fervice of the 
beſt cauſe, which our ſubtle adverſaries make no ſcruple 
to uſe for the maintenance of the worſt! Whatever is 
commendable in their conduct, eſpecially in their natio- 
nal concord, let us not diſdain to imitate. Let us be 
wiſe as thoſe human ſerpents, but innocent as real doves. 
Let the very ſounds of France and Rome [well your 
indignation, but not diminiſh your charity,----Infernal 
ſiſters ! That ſtalk hand in hand together, blaſting alike 
the moral and natural creation; ſpreading a twofold 


peſtilence around! Deteſtable religion; which only the 


moſt outrageous tyranny can ſuſtain | 
Under the public provocations, which ſome virulent 
papuſts, perhaps encouraged by the proximity of the 
Trench, have lately given, tho Br en by their leſs 
ſanguine, and more diſcreet partizans, I do not wonder 
that we are generally, becauſe juſtly alarm'd: but I cou'd 
wiſh, that the ſole object of the preſent ſhort ſeſſion 


ſhou'd be the neceſſary ſupply for haſtening the expedi- 
tion, which ought not to be retarded by any other avo- 
cation; for what is truly expedient may be ſometimes 


anſeaſonable, if it may be ſafely poſtponed to a ſucceed- 
ing opportunity of more deliberate inquiry. Theo, with- 
out cruelty to their perſons, or overſtraining the laws, 


let us muzzle the bear, or cut off the Zyger*s fangs, and 


take all ſpeedy, parliamentary, and chriſtian methods 
for ſelf. ſecurity. 


* 


But leſt I exhauſt that patience, I have ſo long try'd, 


a I ſhall 
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I ſhall conclude all, with 91 more imploring you a 
pathetically to reflect that you are Britons! A term that 
ſhould comprehend, in its true definition, every ſocial, 
every chriſtian virtue; and exclude from its idea all 
narrow notions, meerly local views, and mean-ſpirited 
Images.----All who live under the ſhadow of old Eng- 
lands laws: all who are ready to the laſt gaſp, and to 
the laſt farthing, to defend the acquiſitions of their an- 
ceſtors induſtry and virtue in the European and Ameri- 
can empires of our common king; with their lives and 
fortunes, I ſay : Theſe, all theſe, give the only infalli- 
ble proof of their right of Denizenſhip, and are true bre- 
thren, and the legal ſons and coheus of their general 
mother ; while all they who would unhinge her excellent 
appointments in church or ſtate, betray her rights, or 
even ſupinely behold her dangers, are not only parricides 
but aliens too, though born in the midſt of her great 
metropolis. 

O then, as you wou'd deſerve that glorious appella- 
tion; as you are intimately concerned in the conſequen- 
ces of the momentous event, that has ſummoned you 
now extraordinarily ; as you are under the more pecu- 
liar obligations of honour, truſt, and conſcience, to pro- 
mote the happineſs of the community ; of which you 
are not bare members, but rulers and patrons: as you 
will anſwer it to your Gop; your king; your young 
and noble proprietary; and your own conſtituents : G 
permit not the zeal of a true public ſpirit to cool in 
your breaſts ; but on this, and all other worthy occa- 
ſions, improve it in yourſelves : 3 kindle, increaſe it in 
others; and tranſmit the hallowed principle to your 
children's children, to lateſt poſterity ;, till only the day 
of Judgment and the kingdom of CHRIST pur a period 
to the Britiſh'dominion in our ew world; or till time 
ſhall be loſt in eternity! And for this you will be ar- 

tended with public prayers and bleſſings upon earth, as 
_ univerſal benefactors; and ſhine in diſtinguiſhable glory 
hereafter, even as the ſtars of 1 75 75 e 2 0 
beaven, for ever and "1 N — 21 — 
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